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b. THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


OMMIENT 


An Easter Temptation 


“By now it was about midday and 
there came a darkness over the whole 
land, which lasted until three in the 
afternoon; the sun was in eclipse. And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 
said, ‘Father, into thy hands I com- 
mit my spirit’; and with these words 
he died. The centurion saw it all, and 


gave praise to God. ‘Beyond all 
doubt’, he said, “This man was inno- 
cent’.” Luke 23, 44-47 (N.E.B.) 


The Sunday Times, 
January 24th 1965 


THE RESURRECTION OF 
CHRIST: A REMARKABLE 
MEDICAL THEORY 


In 1955 Dr. J. G. Bourne, a senior 
anaesthetist of St. Thomas's Hospital 
and Salisbury Hospital Group, be- 
gan investigating cases of patients 
fainting under general anaethesia in 
the dentist’s chair. This can cause 
death: a man kept upright in a 
faint loses blood-supply to the brain, 
Dr. Bourne published this original 
research in 1957. Later, turning over 
his discoveries in his mind, he be- 
gan to relate certain aspects to the 
facts of the Crucifixion and Resur- 
rection. The theory that resulted 
was somewhat startling, but Dr. 
Bourne, himself a man of strong 
Christian belief, feels that it could 
make Christianity more attractive to 
people unable to accept the super- 
natural explanation of the Resurrec- 
tion. He quotes the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who wrote on_ the 
Resurrection: ‘There is need for 
the most scientific approach to his- 
torical proof that is possible.” 


Dr. Bourne is quoted by the Sunday 
Times as saying : “Normally, discus- 
sion of the Resurrection centres on the 
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by the Rev. John Sims, Petts 


historical proofs now gen 
accepted, of Jesus’ subsequent ap 
ances on earth, To question His é 
death may be thought heresy - 
there is reason to think that Je: 
fact fainted on the cross, was bel 
dead, and recovered after a peri 
coma.” This kind of eye-cat 
article is often to be found i 
popular press at this time of the 
Dr. Bourne comes to this conel 
after studying the fainting atta¢ 
dental patients under anaestheti 
an additional indication that ¢ 
had only fainted and had not die 
says of the lance wound in Cl 
side: “In a dead body, 

ooze from cut veins, but there 
the flow of blood suggested 
John’s description.” It is of inter 
note that another medical mar 
Matzke, a professor of an 
points to exactly the same 
ment in St, John’s account as a 
itative medical evidence that 
was actually dead: “A soldier 
plunged a spear into His side, t 
ing it upwards from under thy 
and apparently penetrating the ~ 
This would account for the lh 
The heart is surrounded by @ 
the pericardium, which secre 
small amount of watery fluid sé 
as a lubricant for the heart. © 
extreme stress there may be an > 
sive accumulation of this fluid > 
could account for the water 
tioned in St. John’s Gospel recor 


Unhelpful Helpfulness 


There have always been thos: 
have endeavoured, sincerely, to 
help those who find difficull 
accepting the miraculous in the | 
tures by explaining away the mi| 
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ich efforts, far from bolstering a 
faith, may destroy it. Such 
lism, if it is to be rational, 
not stop at this or that incident; 
st plough its way through the 
of Revelation — the Divinity of 
:, the Virgin Birth, the many 
a the life of our Lord, the very 
le of the spiritually dead being 
spiritually alive. How often 
you been tempted to give your 
a rest by leaning on the many 
alistic explanations of Old 
ment miracles? It may be true 
great flocks of migratory quail 
oss the Mediterranean each year 
‘o fall exhausted on the ground 
they reach Sinai. It may be 
hat twigs of the tamarisk bush 
-e a sweet liquid which dries and 
o the ground during the night. 
oes this have to be the way the 
‘en of Israel were fed in the 
mess even though God, through 
spired penman, says that He fed 
hildren by miraculous interven- 
Because certain patients under- 
dental-surgery may suffer a 
-like faint, yet shortly recover 
valk away, does that prove that 
t did not die and therefore did 
se from the dead ? This explana- 
nay make the first Easter more 
ble to questing human reason, 
‘the same time it makes of Christ 
, a charlatan who basked in the 
‘ety of being one who was raised 
‘the dead, who lived a lie, and 


: 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


who did not feel it necessary to un- 
deceive his followers. If you are one 
who eagerly grasps at this reason- 
flattering explanation of a pseudo- 
resurrection, and accepts it, what do 
you now think of your Christ? Are 
you hereby encouraged to pin your 
hope for eternity on a Christ who was 
capable of such a shabby trick? You 
will find that your faith has not been 
strengthened after all in spite of the 
hopes of Dr. Bourne, sincere though 
he may be. 


The Fount 


If you want to learn about Christ, 
don’t turn to man’s imagination, turn 
to the only and original source of 
information about the Saviour. Read 
in the Gospels the account of the 
Cross and see if you find any mention 
of fainting fits. Any theory which ex- 
plains away the Resurrection by 
denying the death strikes not at the 
periphery of Christianity but at its 
very core. St. Paul says in his first 
letter to the congregation in Corinth : 
“.. if Christ was not raised then our 
gospel is null and void, and so is your 
faith; and we turn out to be lying wit- 
nesses for God, because we bore wit- 
ness that he raised Christ to life... 
if Christ was not raised, your faith 
has nothing in it and you are still in 
your old state of sin... But the truth 
is, Christ was raised to life — the first 
fruits of the harvest of the dead.” 
Cor. 1553 2G (NEB) 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Yvonne WE LcH, 


Eastcote, Ruislip, Middlesex from: Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Brooke, Dr. 


and 


Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce, the Rev. and Mrs. A. E. Rakow, Mrs. E. Dyck, two 
"anonymous donations. £6 Is. Od. for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss M. Emery from Mr. 
and Mrs. K. Maddison and Family for the Church Extension Fund. 
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LiFe 


Life is a funny business. Trip down 
the stairs and you may have had it. 
It is easy to lose, and yet we got it 
without asking for it. It and we go 
together. 

“Mummy, 
from?” 

“You grew inside me, and when 
you came out you were born. 

There you were. And how you 
yelled!” 

“Didn't I like to be born?” 

“Tt certainly didn’t sound like it.” 

Whether you liked it or not, you 
were born, and here you are alive as 
we say. It takes an awful lot of bother 
to stay alive. Just think of the num- 
ber of potatoes that will have to be 
peeled just because of you, just to 
keep you going. Is it really worth all 
the bother? Some say No, close the 
window and turn on the gas. They 
give a definite answer. We are shock- 
ed, but do we give a definite answer ? 

. Most people do not say No, but then 
most people do not say Yes either. 
Hence the dreary drift. 

The dreariest thing about this drift 
is that what Yes many do say is to no 
more than just that. They just drag 
on for no very good reason at all. 
You know the dismal talk. “Got to 
make the best of it.” “He might have 
broken his neck instead of his leg.” 
“Oh well, we all have to die some- 
time.” Not very lively is it? 

I suppose we have to take death 
seriously, But how? When someone is 
about to die the family gathers round. 
We make quite a thing of the last few 
hours, see that the pillows are com- 
fortable and that the hot water bag is 
kept hot, This sometimes is in strik- 
ing contrast to the way things were 
the week before. A man’s last breath 
is really no more than any of the 


where did I come 
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others he has breathed. Why 
attention to death? We seem r 


death cuts him down to size. Is 
size nothing? It rather looks tha 
In the church at Rothwell they 
a great pile of bones in the cryp 
bones of about fourteen hu 
people. It makes you think. | 
reigns o’er us. 
Jesus cracked through death’s: 
inion. He did not go under 
came through. And He says, 
too, you too come through with 
This says No to death, n 
death of the last breath, bi 
death whose shadow darkens ou 
with its dulling question “Wha 
use of it all?” | 
This Jesus No to death meary 
to life. But really, not to they 
between birth and last breath, © 
our just having not committed s 
This real life is the same for all © 
ians in what it frees us from. It 
out from under the fear and 
inion of death. What it frees us) 
different for each one. 
From our Creator God we 
have a particular place and a~ 
equipment that is unique. From 
victorious Saviour we have the 
dom and impulse to live life | 
full with blithe bravery and y 
purpose. Everything comes as § 
ful gift from His hand. N 
comes but that He means to b 
by it. Every person you bump = 
an opportunity for sharing you 
He would rid us of what I 
this new life. The part of us th 
pulls away from Him may fin 
too painful and grumble, but we 
what it is for. Each blessing 


one pressing behind it, but 
is no room for it until the first 
ig has come and stretched us to 
e it. “To him that hath shall be 
* God does not run out of bless- 
He always has a bigger one 
up His sleeve. 

get the complete blessing when 
eath our last breath. This last 
1 is not then the end point zero 
d which we have been drifting 


ave been trying to think of a 
~ for Men for the Ministry — 
ut much success. Posters try to 
you by way of your vanity and 
steem. If you want to fill the role 
rosperous man, the posters tell 
you will drink a high quality 
y. If you want to cut a dash with 
Is you had better produce the 
brand of cigarettes. If you want 
nk of yourself as kind to your 
you had better be sure of the 
brand of cat food. 

ruiting posters try to get at 
~ men in much the same way. 
for the Air Force suggests that 
oung fellow with get up and go 
yecome there a clean-cut, bold 
brave blade, a dashing and 
‘-may-care chap who buzzes 
> the world supersonically, and 
n tropical beaches. 

w try to work out a poster for 
for the Ministry. You cannot 
anybody’s vanity or self-esteem; 
is clean against the Book. The 
nd promotion prospects are not 
pectacular. The training is long 
hard, and it does not get any 
> after that. The governor says 
you cannot expect it better than 
» he had it. This is too honest for 
s, and so perhaps no posters. 
su may have seen a recruiting 
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since we yelled in protest at being 
born. It is the polit up towards which 
we have been growing and putting on 
blessing, It is our “heavenly birthday” 
and our yell then when we come out 
into the light will be the shout of 
triumph, 


All this because Easter happened 


—for Jesus, and so for you too with 


Him. 


POSTERS 


poster from the first World war that 
had Lord Kitchener and his awesome 
moustache pointing rather fiercely 
straight at you and saying, “Your 
country needs you !” ‘Thousands and 
thousands went and were blown to 
pieces in the mud of France. 

There is a very different face, not 
of a war lord but of the Prince of 
Peace. He looks for young men to 
serve him. He looks at them straight. 
He offers no flattering inducements. 
Ee looks, and here and there He grips 
a young man, “Follow me and I will 
make you a fisher of men.” ‘The young 
man follows. Why does he follow? 
Christ has called. 

It happens. It happens where a 


young man has come square with 
Christ and he says, “Yes, Lord, [ll 
Wyte 


If we want Men for the Ministry 
then the way is by showing Christ. 
Most men are in the Ministry today 
because of the Christ shown them by 
mother, or father, or both, or by their 
pastor, or by the Christ shown 
through some Christian’s life, courage 
or deep happiness. We are all recruit- 
ing posters. As such we are useful only 
to the extent that Christ shows 
through. If He shows through in every 
poster, we shall have plenty of Men 


» for the Ministry, 


FIV 


~~eeey 


Not only the missionaries, but the whole Zulu Lutheran community was touched 
the 81-year old wife of pioneer missionary, Christopher Johannes, died last Octob 


missionary and a nursing sister tell: 


SHE WAS ALSO 


When on Saturday, the 3rd Octo- 
ber 1964, just before noon, at our 
mission station Salem and in the 
neighbourhood of Piet Retief the 
church bell tolled, announcing a 
death, with lighting speed came the 
news. Children ran from house to 
house, from kraal to kraal, with the 
message: “Our Great Mistress Has 
Died.” 

By this they meant Mrs. Johannes, 
the wife of the old “Great Mfundisi’, 
The Lord of life and death had called 
her after years of suffering in the 81st 
year of her life, to Himself. 

Within two hours every member of 
the Salem congregation within 10 
miles of the church had heard the 
news. Soon one could see, in spite of 
a threatening thunderstorm, youths 
hurrying toward Salem. They had 
been informed that they were to come 
for choir rehearsal. They were to sing 
at the funeral. In Piet Retief it was 
the same. There the leader of the 
choir, often sobbing, was teaching a 
hymn which Mrs. Johannes had 
translated into Zulu: “Yonder in 
heaven, there all is well”. At the 
same time, two of the elders of the 


As agreed at the 1964 Synod, the overseas missions collections of all ELCE cong: 
gations and missions during 1965 will be given to the Bleckmar mission in S 
Africa. From 1966 they will be used to support our sister church in Nigeriz 


OUR MOTHER! 


organised, so that the Confirm 
would not have to be postp 
When at 11.15 a.m. the long ft 
procession came to Salem, to the 
where the departed had lived f 
years of her life, the church bell 
a short greeting, and the child 
the very old, who could not fit 
room on the bus, stood silent 
the road. Here was the old * 
Mistress” who came there t 
under very primitive conditions, 
she had experienced the hei 
her creative power. Here in Sale| 
had learned the Zulu langué 
well, 


so rich was her vocabulz 
true her pronunciation and i 
tion that, as one Zulu pastor to 
you could not distinguish her ff 
Zulu woman, Many hymns she 
lated into Zulu. Here her 
had been born and had grow 
Even in the last weeks of her If 
directed her love and conce 
wards the mission station at Sall 

Afterwards, as we stood 
cemetery of the congregation @ 
tenberg, there were Pastor Sci} 
enberg, the relatives, the mu 
of the congregation at Witt 


congregation were making arrange- 
ments for a large bus, so that the 
entire congregation could come to the 
funeral. 

Bceause of the climate, in South 
Africa the burial usually takes place 
the day after death. Thus the funeral 
was to be held on the Sunday when we 
were to have a Confirmation Service 
at Salem. Everything had to be re- 
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as well as about 500 me 
women of our Zulu congre® 
The Zulu congregation san 
uyimpilo...” (Christ the Lif 
The Living, Lutheran Hymne 
After the missionary had | 
words of comfort from the Ser: 
Pastor Amos Mdluli of Salenp' 
on the basis of 1 Thess. 4:13, 

would not have you ignorant. 
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nd he 


concerning them which are 
, that ye sorrow not, even as 
which have no hope...” In 
on he tried especially to com- 
e “Old Great Mfundisi.” He 
asized the position of a mission- 
wife and the help she gives her 
d. Again and again Pastor 
i spoke with deep respect about 
departed, whom he called 
/na wethu” or “our Mother”. 
choi from Salem then sang 
rs hymn “In the Midst of 
y Life” Lutheran Hymnal 590) 
a melody and words which had 
composed by a Zulu, because 
rs melody is too difficult for 
B While the grave was being 
, we all sang together — one 
| in German and the other in 
“This Body in the Grave We 


left the grave under a heap of 
rs. Only on Judgment Day will 
bully known all that the departed 
y did for the extension of God’s 
Hlom, but I fear that if we then 
Bare her record with our own, we 
Hall be put to shame. 
Missionary JOHANNES JUNKER. 


pdeep sorrow, but nonetheless 
constant gratitude for all that 

Mid for me through our beloved 
® Johannes in the years of my 
ie at the mission in South Africa, 
ther with many others, coloured 
Avhite,left her grave. What was it 
rad drawn me so firmly to this 
fn whom we all knew as “Aunt 
Wr’? It was her radiant love! As 
lat as the African sky! 


iw deeply the large Zulu congre- 
1 at Salem mourned the death 
hs mother. In hospital where 
> Sibiya from Pella is our 
‘Mat, many of the sick from the 
‘fegation at Salem, and those 
congregation at Itshelejuba, 
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came from all directions to give me 
the assignment to tell the “Great 
Umfundist” Johannes: “Our hearts 
weep with you”. Tell his eldest son. 
Tell all of his children. God give you 
strength to bear up under your 
sorrow. She was also our mother !” 

For me personally, in all my years 
as a deaconess she stood at my side 
with advice and help. Again and 
again I could observe her great love 
for missions. Her concern for the 
health of children and babies was 
especially obvious. In my first year 
here I spent many days with her at 
Salem. For me these were days filled 
with blessings. She showed me the 
rows of children’s and babies’ graves 
in. the large cemetery at Salem and 
said: “Look, this is your assign- 
ment !” I knew how much concern she 
had shown, and how many tears our 
good Mrs. Johannes had shed as she 
saw all the sufferimg among the Zulu 
children in the years of her work at 
Salem, where she laboured alongside 
her husband. 

Our hospital at Itshelejuba was, in 
the first years, only a hospital for 
children and babies. Often Aunt 
Maria would come and visit me as I 
worked, But she was always disturbed 
that the beginning had to be so primi- 
tive. Once she saw me sitting on a 
mattress feeding a baby. The next 
time she came to visit she brought a | 
chair for me. Always she had some 
special gift for us. 

She was a genuine missionary’s 
wife. To her applied what St. Peter 
wrote : “... that, if any obey not the 
word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of their 
wives.” (3. :1) St. Paul says of a num- 
ber of women who labour in the ser- 
vice of the poor and the sick : “Which 
laboured much in the _ Lord.” 
(Romans 16:12) This applies also to 
tour beloved departed. Sister RuTH 
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N @QWS from our churches 1 
SIT OR STAND FOR HYMNS 


Question discussed at Elders’ Conference 


Elders, gathered at Westfield House, Cambridge, on Saturday and Su 
10- 11 April, for their third annual conference, discussed problems ink 
congregations ranging from the implementation of the Ministry of . 
resolution to low Bible Class attendance, and from the Lutheran cus 
standing for prayer and sitting for hymns, strange to many new prospec 
are accustomed to standing for hymns and kneeling for prayer, to the diff 
of finding a time when the family can be together for family devotion. 


were elders from Kentish Town, Tottenham, Ruislip, Petts Wood, Camb 
and Plymouth, and two representatives from the Polish Lutheran congr 
The conference was led by the elder and pastor fro 
Andrew’s, Ruislip, Mr. George Humphreys and the Rev. Arnold Rakow. 


in Cambridge. 


Meaningful Worship 

The general theme of the two-day meet 
was “Elders and Pastors Feeding His 
Sheep”. In the second session, “Feeding 
His Sheep in the House of the Lord”, the 
elders asked how public worship, for 
which they were responsible, could be 
made more meaningful and appealing to 
both the new and regular attender. In new 
missions should not the Lutheran custom 
of standing for prayers and sitting for 
hymns be dropped since almost the oppo- 
site was the custom in other Protestant 
churches in the United Kingdom? This 
question was put by a layman from a new 
mission. It was answered by an elder from 
an old-established congregation. In joining 
a Lutheran congregation, you join a 
church that has a long and meaningful 
tradition of her own; in the Bible and even 
today the usual posture of respect and 
honour in the presence of a greater person- 
age is that of standing. The elders heard 
how the “hymn poll” conducted by the 
ELCE Music Committee is attempting to 
deal with the problem of familiar hymns 
set to unknown tunes. 


“ Refresher ” Course 

“Feeding His Sheep along the Pathways 
of Life” in the third session concentrated 
thought and discussion on Bible Class in 
the church and family devotions in the 
home. Only one in seven ELCE members 
attended Bible Class regularly. Why so 
few? Why do people attending weekly 
Bible instruction classes over 12 to 18 
months for Lutheran membership seldom 
miss a_ meeting, but as soon as they are 
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of an advanced “refresher” 
Should the Large Catechism provi 
form for deeper Bible study? Shoul 
men with the proper talents gath¢ 
people in groups in homes for local: 
rather than one class with the pas 
the church? ; 
Family Altar 

The elders gave practical exa 
family devotions by describing ho 
conducted them in their own ~ 
“Portals of Prayer” and ‘‘Little Visit 
God” were found to be splendid 
One common and growing proble 
ever, was the fact that due to father 
mother’s work schedule and the chil 
school times there was hardly a time‘ 
the whole week in many a home 
the family could all be together. 
Ministry of Joy 

In the final session, ‘“Restori 
Wandering Sheep to the Green Pa 
the elders sought help from each 
learning how to bring back people 
interest in Word and Sacrame 
waned. “What do you say when 3 
and trembling you stand on the doo! 
such a one, and the first thing you 
‘I know why you’re here!’ ” It was” 
that if the Ministry of Elders rest 
were successfully implemented in 
congregation and every family 
congregation were visited regula’ 
their elder, and not merely when the 
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WS from our churches 


ung wrong, the elder’s call would 
eived with more understanding and 


1966 Elders’ Conference will be 
t Westfield House, Cambridge, on 
lay and Sunday, 26-27 March. 
zing the programme and leading the 


ence will be the pastor and an elder 
ist Lutheran Church, Petts Wood. 


“ACE OF THE CHURCH 


at sort of face do the independent 
-an churches of Europe present to the 

around them? Friendly and 
ing? Or aloof and repelling? The 
c to this question is important. It 
all the difference for home mission 
vours. 

eight independent Lutheran 
res whose representatives will gather 
ansbrock near Bremen from 28 - 30 
nber for the Fifth European Missions 
rence will examine the whole concept 
slic relations in the church. Present 
ne delegates from the Evangelical 
ran Church of England and from 
other churches in Germany, Finland, 
2, Belgium and Denmark who are in 
ommunion with her. 
er the introductory meeting in 
m in 1960, themes and places of 
‘us European Missions Conferences 
been: ‘‘Confessionalism and Home 
mica Paris, 1961; “Liturgy .and 
Missions”, Berlin, 1962; “The State 
th and Home Missions”, Lahti, Fin- 
1963. 


_ Key address by ELCE layman 

> theme for the 1965 conference will 
ublic Relations and Home Missions”’. 
f the two key addresses, “The poten- 
f, Public Relations in the Church” 
‘e given by an ELCE layman, Mr. 
R. Smith, who will speak from his 
lerable experience in press, radio, 
sion, and film as manager of the 
?’s Lutheran Angencies The other 
paper, “The Theological Basis for 
> Relations in the Church’, will be 
by a German theologian. 


ier papers will deal with “The Pit- 
f Applying Public Relation Methods 
» Church”, ‘“The Pastor as Journal- 
Public Relations in the Local congre- 


” 


1’. In several round table sessions, 
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delegates will exchange information and 
their experience as to the Lutheran Hour, 
church papers, opportunities over the 
radio and television and in the public 
press. 

An important feature of the Fifth Euro- 
pean Missions Conference, as of its prede- 
cessors, will be “Report to the Congrega- 
tions”. The representatives from foreign 
countries will be divided into teams to visit 
and to report personally on the work of the 
church in their own countries to the mem- 
bers of the six German congregations in the 
Bremen area. 


GOOD SECOND START 


The four-week Christian Film Festival 
held during March gave the Lutheran 
mission at East Kilbride a good start in 
the Westwood neighbourhood of the new 
town. In 11 different showings in the 
recently-completed new hall, a total 808 
people came to see the films which depict 
the power of the Gospel in ordinary lives 
today. Pastor Fanning reports a rise in 
Sunday School and youth club attendance 
and an eagerness on the part of his people 
for the big Film Festival in the Autumn. 
Previously the Lutheran mission had used 
the YMCA building in the centre of East 
Kilbride. 

Ck Ea LE NT aE IE 


FORTHCOMING LUTHERAN AGENCIES 
STAFF VACANCIES 


This is a preliminary announcement. Luth- 
eran Agencies will be requiring additional 
staff, see below, about August 1965, any 
persons interested in these vacancies are 
invited to write, in confidence, to the man- 
ager, 42 Museum Street, W.C.1. 


1. YOUNG MAN to assume responsibility 
of the book stockroom including the pack- 
ing and despatch of books. This is an 
important and new position, and the person 
employed will have a unique opportunity of 
progressive employment as this Department 
expands. 


2. YOUNG LADY (School leaver consid- 
ered) as an assistant in our Film-strip 
Department. A knowledge of typing will be 
useful, though not necessarily essential, and 
the person employed will be assisting with 
the packing and despatch of filmstrips, the 


operation of the filmstrip hire library, etc. 
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By Prof. Walter E, Buszin STM, MusD, Concordia Seminary, St, Louis Mo., ; 


OUR 
LUTHERAN 
WORSHIP 


The Confession of Sins 


Some Protestants fault Lutherans for 
having the confession of sins in the first 
part of the liturgy. They insist that we 
apply bad psychology in so doing and 
thereby get off to a sad and negative start. 

We counter by saying that we thereby 
cleanse ourselves before we attend the 
sumptuous banquet which the Lord spread 
before us in the service of worship, just as 
we “wash up” before we sit down to enjoy 
a good meal. 

We take our cue also from a famous 
second-century Christian writing, The 
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, which 
says: “In the congregation confess your 
sins and do not go into your prayer with 
an evil conscience . . . On the Lord’s Day 
ye shall come together, break bread and 
give thanks, after you have, because of 
your intentions to attend the Sacrament, 
confessed your sins.” 


Two Versions 
_ There are two versions of the confession 
of sins and the absolution. The one we use 
normally might be called the prayer for 
grace and the declaration of grace. The one 
in the Service of Holy Communion is a 
confession and an absolution in the stricter 
sense of the term. 

Both the declaration of grace and the 
absolution are acts of forgiving sins, Two 
forms give not only more variety, but also 
a broader and deeper insight into all that 
is involved. Note, for example, that the 
declaration of grace which begins with the 
words “Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, hath had mercy upon us... ” 
contains God’s whole plan of salvation: 
“hath given His only Son to die for us 
. . . forgiveth us all eur sins... He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 


Fewer Pauses 

The prayer for grace, which precedes, 
is likewise impressive. However, making 
too many pauses deprives the prayer of its 
continuity and flow and renders its full 
meaning unintelligible. Permit us to use a 
slanting line to suggest where breath may 
be taken without breaking up this beautiful 


TEN 


-s 
“ 


prayer in a hackneyed manner: 
O most merciful God, / who ha 
Thine only-begotten Son to die fi 
have mercy upon us,/and for Hi 
grant us remission of all our § 
and by Thy Holy Spirit increas. 
true knowledge of Thee and of 
and true obedience to Thy Wor 
the end that by Thy grace we ma 
to everlasting life; / through 
Christ, our Lord, Amen. i 
For the confession of sins in the 
munion Service may we suggest the 
ing: 
O almighty God, merciful Fi 
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confe: 
Thee all my sins and iniquiti 
which I have ever offended The 
justly deserved Thy temporal 
eternal punishment. / But I am 
sorry for them, and Sincerely rep 
them, / and I pray Thee of Thy 
less mercy / and for the sake of th 
innocent, bitter suffering and de 
Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
gracious and merciful to me, a poo 
ful being. 
Rubrics 
Introduction for guiding worshy 
in the conduct of the service are ~ 
“rubrics.” This liturgical term, d 
from a Latin word which means 
used because, in the service books © 
church, the instructions for the cond 
services of worship are printed in 
The general rubrics are found or 
four of The Lutheran Hymnal. Som 
also printed within the framework © 
various liturgies. These instructions & 
be studied and observed conscient™ 
since the church has adopted them ff 
sake of the decency and order requi’ 
us by the Holy Scriptures I Cor. 14% 
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Coming 


Eleventh Annual Synod at 
Pauls, Boreham Wood, Friday < 
Saturday, 7-8 May. 


Luther League of Great Brit) 
Annual Convention, Saturday 2: 
Sunday, 15-16 May. 


Lutheran Women’s League | 
treat at Hothorpe on Sature: 
and Sunday, 22-23 May. 


MUSIC COMMITTEE REPORTS ON 


VARIETY IN WORSHIP 


en people go to Church it is almost impossible for them not to form some sort of 
in about the Order of Service. Once familiar with the Service, there is a tendency 
to adopt one of two attitudes: either we may dislike the idea of there being any 
2s in the Service, or alternatively we may feel that there ought to be much more 
y in it. (We may even go too far and begin to make the mistake of connecting 
ity of worship with continual change and the absence of any fixed prayers). Both 


attitudes towards change have something to commend them. 
‘| 
retention of a fixed form of Service allows us to grow fully accustomed to a 


en in our worship. It results in our feeling ‘at home’ and unselfconscious. We can then 
e what God is offering us, in His Word and in the Sacraments, without being 
isted by worries about whether we are ‘doing the right thing’. 


» also true, on the other hand, that a variation within our worship helps to save us 
becoming ‘ blind’ and ‘deaf’ through sheer repetition. A temporary change can 
> us to return to an old familiar part of the liturgy and see it in a new light, with 
br understanding of its meaning. 


ations, introduced with care, can help us all to continue to think of the meaning of 
‘orship; they can prevent our falling into the temptation of saying and doing things 
:-fashion, completely by habit. 


i Les on allowable variations within the structure of the Lutheran liturgy will be 
ring in the ‘ British Lutheran °. 


LCE HYMN POLL PROGRESSES : 


first 51 hymns in the blue Lutheran Hymnal have now been polled: Surprise! . . . 
of the participating members of two of our larger congregations knew “The God of 
am praise” (blue Lutheran Hymnal No. 40), which is in six of the main hymnals in 
"Glad and in ‘The Church Hymnary’ of the Church of Scotland. In every hymnal this 
is set to the same stirring melody, called ‘ Leoni’ (or ‘ Yigdal ’); it is one of the most 
g hymns of praise in existence. 


GHURGH EXTENSION FUND 


(For two months February/March) 


| Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 
KENTISH TOWN £382 £421 £803 2328 
TOTTENHAM 182 13 195 452 
RUISLIP 268 2 270 30 
SUNDERLAND 67 5 72 1 
PETTS WOOD 18 0 18 140 
BOREHAM WOOD 88 2 90 
CARDIFF 12 0 12 0 
CAMBRIDGE 0 0 0 55 
HARLOW 17 0 17 0 
PLYMOUTH 24 0 24 
EAST KILBRIDE 52 0 52 509 
COVENTRY 19 1 20 0 
POLISH LUTHERANS 132 0 132 0 
OTHERS 147 49 196 0 
Grand Total £1,408 £493 £1901 £3515 
, 1965 ELEVEN 
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Holiday Bible School 
at St. Andrews Luth- 
eran Church, Ruislip, 
6-10 April, 1964. 
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Recommended 


CONCORDIA BO 
for Family Wor 


Price 
i 


These four books may be used for hours 
tional family worship. All devotions are m 
the individual achieve true Christian ma 
ability to live happily and usefully, as God) 
His people to live. 


GOD AND YOUR FAMILY 


This book contains devotions for families 
children. It uses everyday incidents that 

to families with children in the four to nin 
to bring Jesus into the picture in a very r 


2 ee. 


GOD’S WONDERFUL WORLD O 
The brief devotions in this book examin 
of the holy writers and are suitable for fay 
children from 9 - 13 years. ; 


DESIGN FOR FAMILY LIVING 


Here is a journey through the message off! 
is intended for families with teenagers. It] 
to lead family members ina short meditatil. 
by discussion. 


NEW COURAGE FOR DAILY LIW 


This is a series of devotions based on St. 
to the Colossians to enlarge the spiritual |) 
adults. ; 


Available from — 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING H 
42 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, © 


Telephone HOLborn 5148 


